Already in her very young years, Melva Houston acquired an affinity to singing gospel (her father conducted the "100 voices male choir"). Being strongly influenced by the tradition of the black population in her home state Tennessee, and attending the church service on sunday, as well as her commitment to the methodist community of her church, Mt. Airy, North Carolina, where she lives today, Melva Houston is the authentic representative of black gospel music.

Conveying her feelings in a unique way, Melva Houston succeeds at holding her audience spellbound at her gospel concerts. First only accompanied by the German pianist Martin Giebel, between them they gave gospel concerts as a duet. In the meantime, the program has been further developed and the number of band members has been expanded. For her tour this year, Melva Houston is accompanied by a trio, complemented by Rainer Frank on the double bass and Peter Schmidt on the percussion. The concert program consists of compositions sung a capella, or performed as a duet or quartet. All together a successful medley of well known and less well known gospel songs. Parts of this program were recorded in June, 2001 on the CD "Melva Houston / Gospel - live in der Stuttgarter Johanneskirche". The CD is available at the concerts, and also on the market (may be ordered from jazz-netzwork). 

