Melva Houston – Biography/ Press information

The singer Melva Houston was born in Memphis/Tennessee, home of many black blues celebrities. Being the youngest daughter of large family, she grew up in the tradition of gospel, blues and jazz. At age 13, she won a young talent competition, after having made herself a name by performing regularly in a popular radio show. From then on, Melva experienced a meteoric rise within a short time.

At age 15, she was a background singer for the record company Stax-Records, at age 16 she was already singing for Isaac Hayes. She was such a popular background singer that she made numerous recordings with stars like Wilson Pickett, Otis Redding, Sam and Dave and other celebrities of the Stax-Record-Labels. In the 80s, she accompanied „The Platters“ on their European tour and 1988 und 1996 she went on long tours in Spain, where she acquired her status as a solist and was able to achieve an overwhelming success. In North Carolina, Melva Houston is a permanently sought-after star on renowned jazz festivals. Thus, 1996 and 1997 she was the celebrated highlight of the Esslinger Jazztage. 

During the last years, Melva devoted herself more and more towards the blues, whereas she still felt obligated to her musical roots. Here she is an expert when it comes to combining the blues with the idioms of jazz. This way, it is not surprising that she knows how to interpret broadway songs with the same pursuasiveness as the jazz standards of Gershwin, Ellington and Cole Porter or compositions from Thelonious Monk and Horace Silver. As a singer, Melva Houston was able to detach herself through her unique style from her examples Dinah Washington, Ernestine Anderson, Carmen McRae and Nancy Wilson, without wanting to deny their influence on her.
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